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Chairman’s Remarks 

 
My thoughts as we enter a new year are firstly on my journey 

through the old year.  As I look back, a number of memories spring 
readily to my mind.  At night time, I look at the sky in a new way 

because of my visits to the planetarium.  When I read poetry, I am 

more aware of who wrote it and why, and is this writing telling me 
something about myself and the world in which I live. 

 

Through these memories, I look forward to this new year, to what 

has already been planned and to what will be planned as we 
progress.  It is important as a Committee we listen and take 

seriously the comments given to us through our monthly meetings.  

This is not the time just to dwell on the past and think how well we 
have done, but to be challenged by how we may progress in what 

we may provide for the future learning experiences of all our 

members. 

 

On behalf of the Committee may I wish all our members a 

Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

                  Ken Harris 

History 

The History group will be meeting 

again in 2012 and so far we have 

speakers on “Prior Pursglove – the 
unknown treasures” and “The 

Reformed Churches of 

Guisborough.”  Meetings are, as 
before, on Tuesdays at 2 p.m., but 

this time in Sunnyfield House.  The 

first meeting of the New Year will 

be on January 31
st
 when I hope also 

to discuss the possibility of small 

guided group visits to local places of 

interest as well as re-generating 
some of the self-help interest groups 

such as the family history group.  

The February meeting will be on the 
21

st
 (so as to avoid a clash with the 

5
th
 Wednesday Lecture) and the 

March meeting will be on 27
th
 

March.     Elizabeth Hobkirk    

5
th

 Wednesday Lecture Programme  

The first lecture of 2012 will be by Peter Walkley on February 29
th

 
at 2 p.m.  in Guisborough Methodist Church Hall.  He will give an 

illustrated talk on Russia and the Russians, including photos from 

our successful and enjoyable U3A trip to Moscow, Great Novgorod 

and St. Petersburg in September 2011. 
 

Subsequent lectures will be notified when bookings are confirmed, 

but dates for the diary are 30
th
 May, 29

th
 August and 31

st
 October. 

U3A Northumbria Region  

Northumbria Region and VOICE North are holding an exciting competition open to all U3A members in the 
region and full details can be found on the first page of our website.  The aim is to identify good ideas for 

research to address a question either in some basic or applied area of knowledge.  There will be prizes of 

£1000, £500 and £250 for the three best entries, and applicants with good ideas will have the opportunity to 

collaborate with researchers at Newcastle University (and possibly elsewhere). 
 

The University believes that it is absolutely essential to harness the intellectual capital and experience of older 

people if we are to flourish as a region.  Major areas of research of particular interest include: Wellbeing and 
Quality of Life; Social Inclusion in the Digital Economy; Design for Life; Work and Lifelong Learning; 

Dementia and the Community; Other People and Business.  The focus of the competition is on the originality 

and feasibility of the research idea.  As many or as few members as necessary can work together on a 

proposal.  So, put your thinking caps on!  There are almost four months in which to develop your ideas. 
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PROLOGUE TO THE MAYOR’S TALE 

This prologue serves to introduce a toff 

Much giv’n to bumptiousness and sounding off. 

A merry man and jovial in appeal, 
His manner hid a core of tempered steel. 

Patrician in his noble heritage, 

His forebears were of royal lineage. 

In lofty companie his life had run 
Ensconced in Oxenford and Bullingdon, 

Where gluttony and drunkenness and vice 

Were pastimes he esteemed as “jolly nice.” 
There sprouted on his pate a wanton patch, 

A white and wayward crop of living thatch, 

So thick, forsooth, that any country lass 
Would deem it fit to stuff her paliasse. 

His Saville Row apparel cost him much 

Yet seemeth but to fit where it did touch. 

His shambling gait, like to a lumb’ring ox 
Belied his nous, as wily as a fox. 

This wealthy burgher’s Christian name was Boris, 

O’er fond of quoting from the Odes of Horace 
And Homer, Plato, Cicero and Pliny, 

In ancient Languages he was no ninny. 

Brilliant of intellect and sharp his mind, 

He sought to hide this from Mankind. 
To sidestep awkward questions, as a rule, 

He’d ape the jester or affect the fool. 

By chance or plan, his foot (well shod by Lobb) 
He oftimes placed in his intemperate gob, 

Thus cleverly did he divert suspicion 

And cloak his vast and overblown ambition. 
His earnest maxim, veiled in drollery, 

Nil Carborundum Illegitimi. 

In politics he was a seasoned meddler, 

And latterly renownéd as a pedaller 
Astride his shining steed from place to place, 

He wobbled with unseemly lack of grace, 

His well-upholstered buttocks all astraddle 
A-bouncing on his fine-tooled leather saddle. 

 

 
 

Unflinching in his aim for humankind 

To feel such steeds supporting their behinds, 
He kept a goodly stable of such mounts, 

And hired them out for divers small amounts. 

Espouséd to a wife so sweet and fair 
She succoured him with tender loving care. 

And yet his roving eye would glint and cast 

An ogling leer when any woman passed. 

Young wench or matron, pretty, wise or simple, 
Alluring was the pull of gown and wimple. 

With boyish charm he splintered  many a heart, 

Left them bereft and ne’er  e’en cared a fart. 
In sporting prowess he was no dab hand, 

Yet summoned to him men from every land. 

All Victores Ludorum in their field, 

Proud champions who’d fight and yet not yield. 
They winged their way from all points of the compass, 

Like mighty Gods descending from Olympus, 

But Boris urged his brave and lusty band 
To harvest gold for glorious Engeland, 

As he himself, in distant days of yore, 

Had fought and vanquished a most fearsome foe. 
His adversary’s name was Ken the Red 

And plenteous people shrank from him in dread. 

Thus Ken and Boris buckled on their swords. 

And called to arms their red and true-blue hordes. 
First back, then forth the warring factions dealt 

Harsh blows above and e’en below the belt. 

Sage oracles like MORI could not say 
Who’d bite the dust nor who would win the day. 

At last, sore wounded, the defeated fled, 

The cursing, seething loser Ken the Red. 
His tail betwixt his legs, he slunk away, 

But vowed to be avenged another day. 

And Boris, man of steel and carborundum, 

In glittering pomp became the Mayor of London. 
 
     ANN MAY 

7 - 8 mile Walking Group 

It seems no time at all since a few of our members tramped through 
deep snow to have Christmas lunch 2010 at Newton-under-

Roseberry.  As I write, a large number has just enjoyed Christmas 

lunch 2011 – not much snow this time but lots of icy paths.  
Between these two events we have had an excellent variety of 

walks, and still hear the occasional remark “I’ve never been along 

here before”, so we are still breaking new ground.  In March about 
twenty of us spent a few days in Thwaite in Swaledale and though 

the weather was none too kind the hotel and the wonderful meals 

We have tramped over the moors – it was a spectacular year for 

heather – and walked the coast, steeply down to the beach and very 
steeply back up again.  We have enjoyed refreshments at 

Commondale and Tocketts Mill and, following a precedent set by a 

certain M. Walkley, have stopped for coffee and cakes at Midge 
Hall near Littlebeck.  Hopefully our style will not be too much 

cramped by wintry weather in the next few months and looking 

further ahead we have plans for a visit to the Lake District in  

made up for it.  We have tramped over the moors – it was a spectacular year for heather – and walked the 

coast, steeply down to the beach and very steeply back up again.  We have enjoyed refreshments at 

Commondale and Tocketts Mill and, following a precedent set by a certain M. Walkley, have stopped for 
coffee and cakes at Midge Hall near Littlebeck.  Hopefully our style will not be too much cramped by wintry 

weather in the next few months and looking further ahead we have plans for a visit to the Lake District in 

September.  At present we are at maximum numbers and have abandoned the idea of a waiting list.  If 

vacancies should occur, I will let everyone know via the newsletter.  
                 Margaret Betton

    



EXCURSIONS UPDATE JANUARY 2012 

At the monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 4
th
, booking opens for: 

 

 

 

(Please note that you can book from 1.30 p.m.) 

 
This month’s excursion is:  TOUR OF NISSAN on Tuesday, January 10

th
 at £22 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY’S EXCURSION IS: 

   Thursday, February 9
th
 BALLET RAMBERT at the Theatre Royal, Newcastle  £30 

    Please add names to the waiting list. 

    Newcastle for the day would be     £10 

 

For more information contact Patricia 619583, Judith 633779, Margaret Wn 632286 or Margaret Wy 633305 

******************************************************************************************************************  

GU3A EXCURSIONS 2011 

     Take a look at all the outings that have been organised in 2011.  Thanks to all the excursions team. 

Monday, January 4
th
  Tea at Wynyard Hall              £20 

Saturday, February 19
th
  Yes Minister at Leeds Grand Theatre           £30 

Saturday, March 26
th
  Hamlet at Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough          £25 

Wednesday, March 30
th
  Wynyard Planetarium                  £7 

Wednesday, April 20
th

  Alnwick Gardens              £17 
Thursday, May 9

th
  Segedunum and Tyne Cruise             £25 

Tuesday, June 7
th

  Tennants and the Mouseman            £20 

Thursday, June 23
rd

  Black Sheep Brewery              £24 
Friday, July 22

nd
  Eden Camp               £12 

Thursday, August 4
th
  Burton Agnes Hall             £15 

Friday, August 19
th

  Dear Uncle at Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough   £26 
Tuesday, September 6

th
  Raby Castle              £20 

Tuesday, October 11
th

  National Media Museum             £10 

Friday, October 14
th
  Wynyard Planetarium                  £8 

Monday, November 14
th  

Leeds Armouries and German Christmas Market         £10 
Sunday, December 11

th
  Northern Sinfonia at the Sage, Gateshead         £35 

 

*******************************************************************************************************************  

         Thankyou very much to Generation Travel for the excellent service again throughout the year.   

         The drivers are always very careful and supportive, and the office staff are always most helpful  

         and efficient. 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

The next get-togethers are on February 1st and March 7th.  These are always held on the first Wednesday of the 

month at the Parish Hall, Bow Street.  

Charity Number 1125829 

Friday, March 9
th

 LOTHERTON HALL (lunch) and RHUBARB FARM    £25 

Tuesday, April 24
th

 THORP PERROW with lunch and tour of the house     £33 

Three reminders:   Departure time is 0900 

   People with PACEMAKERS are not allowed in the factory 

   Everyone should wear long sleeves, trousers and strong shoes. 



 

GU3A  ACTIVITY PROGRAMME 

 

      Remember that to take part in any activity you must be a fully paid-up member of the current year of GU3A. 
 

 

ACTIVITY DAY VENUE 
GROUP 

COORDINATOR 

CONTACT 

(all 01287) 

(RE)START 

DATE 

60/70s Music Alt Mondays pm Sunnyfield House David 635326 09.01 

Art Appreciation 2nd Wednesday Various Sue 634101 On-going 

Beadwork Thursday am Home Myrna 633172 On-going 

Beginners Bridge Tuesday am Sleights Court Carolyn 07812832051 10.01 
Book Club 4th Wednesday pm Library Geoff 610419 25.01 

Bridge (Improvers) Thursday pm Sleights Court Carolyn 07812832051 12.01 

Card Crafts 2nd & 4th Weds pm GMC Trish 633442 11.01 

Computing for Beginners Thursday am De Brus Centre Bill D 637730 12.01 

Cookery Alt Thursdays pm De Brus Centre Gwynneth 637730 12.01 

Creative Writing Alt Wednesdays pm Sunnyfield House John 634575 11.01 

Discussion Group Tuesdays am monthly Sunnyfield House Peter 633305 17.01 

Geology TBC TBC Stan 01642 314101 TBC 

History Tuesday pm Sunnyfield House Elizabeth 635016 31.01 

Mah Jong Wednesday am 
George Vth 
Bowling Club 

Phyllis 633722 
11.01 

Map Reading Tuesday pm Sunnyfield House Colin 632556 21.02 

Middle Eastern Dance Thursday am Sunnyfield House Brenda 638154 05.01 

Music Appreciation Mondays pm monthly Sunnyfield House Peta 632875 16.01 
Painting Thursday am Sleights Court Gwynneth 637730 12.01 

Patchwork Friday pm Sunnyfield House Jane 632786 13.01 

Play Reading 3rd Friday am Home Bill 636232 20.01 

Poetry 2nd Friday am Sunnyfield House John 634575 13.01 

Res Classicae TBC TBC Stephen 634697 TBC 

Russian Literature Wed pm monthly Sunnyfield House Peter W 633305 11.01 

Scrabble Tuesday am Sunnyfield House Phyllis 633722 03.01 

Scrap Booking 2nd & 4th Weds pm GMC Viv 634650 11.01 
Short Walks Alt Tuesdays  Linda 639135 On-going 

Strollers Group 
Alt Tuesday (alternating 
with Short Walks) 

 Stuart 630791 
 
On-going 

Singing for Pleasure 
Thursdays pm 
fortnightly 

GMC Suzanne 639999 
12.01 

Spanish Beginners Wednesday am Home Sandra 636108 11.01 

Spanish Intermediate Monday Home Brenda 638154 09.01 

Sunday Luncheon Club Usually 3
rd/

 last Sunday Various Barbara 635578 On-going 

Walking 10+ miles 2nd/3rd/4th Wednesdays  Bill D 637730 On-going 

Walking 7-8 miles Alt Mondays  Margaret 632812 On-going 

Res Classicae 

 

I’m open to suggestions, but my first throughts are for a couple of hours each month on a regular half-day 
to suit as many as possible, and for me (or others) to lead exploration of whatever topics take their fancy.  

I think we should include the Greeks, as there are interesting topics there.  A programme might include, 

for instance: Greek sculpture, The Parthenon, Greek pots, Roman villas and mosaics, Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, Slavery in the Ancient World, Understanding Roman inscriptions, Hadrian’s Wall, Roman 

and/or Greek literature ………, and perhaps some study visits. 

                 Stephen Whitehead 

Introduction to Map-Reading 

for Walkers  

This will be held on 6 
consecutive Tuesdays, starting 

on February 21
st
,  2 – 3.30 p.m. 

in Sunnyfield House.    

     Colin Monson 

Book Club  

There is space for four 
more keen readers.  We 

meet monthly at the library. 

 
          Geoff Darling 

 

 Please submit entries for the next newsletter, due out in March, at the latest by February 24
th

,    

 on 01287 633305 or fmw1@live.com  

Mah Jong  

We are planning to introduce 
Mah Jong in the New Year. 

Further details will be announced 

at the January get-together. 

      Phyllis Walker 

mailto:fmw1@live.com

